Christopher Hugh Davies

Dip.Arb. (RFS), F. Arbor. A.

Born 25 June 1956 

Status: Married, one daughter

Summary of qualifications

· Fellow of the Arboricultural Association 1992

· Dip. Arb. (RFS), September 1992

· NCH (Arb) with Distinction 1981

· City & Guilds Horticulture (x6) and RHS General Certificate 1980

I am currently progressing towards membership of The Academy of Experts and Arboricultural Association Registered Consultant and Chartered Forester status.

Summary of Professional experience

· Trees & Development issues, Impact Assessments, Method Statements

· Planning Applications, Planning Appeals and Public Inquiries

· Subsidence Risk Assessment and Subsidence investigation/claims handling 

· Litigation in relation to subsidence, liability claims and personal injury cases

· Court appearances as Expert Witness for Plaintiffs and Defendants

· Woodland management planning and implementation, Grant Schemes

· Health & Safety management, policy making, safety training

Professional Career History

1976 – 1979 Swansea City Parks Department. Progressing through Local Government Training Board assessments and day-release courses in horticultural practices and principles.

September 1979 – July 1980 Mid Glamorgan College of Agriculture One-year, full-time course leading to six City & Guilds Certificates in Horticulture and Arboriculture and the R.H.S. general Certificate. 

July 1980 – September 1981 Swansea City Parks Department Tree Gang. Certificated in L.G.T.B. arboricultural practical skills.

September 1981 – July 1982 Merrist Wood College, Worplesdon, Surrey where I attained a Distinction at N.C.H. (Arboriculture).

July 1982 – August 1985 Self employed tree surgery contractor, approved by Local Authorities & the P.S.A. 

August 1985 – March 1986 Foreman for Oxford City Parks Tree Unit. Supervising three crews of operatives and organising works.

Professional Career History (Continued)

March 1986 – February 1987 Tree Inspection Officer for Nottinghamshire County Council Planning Department. I also lectured in Horticulture at Notts. College of Agriculture at Southwell.

February 1987 – July 1887 Manager, Southern Tree Surgeons (Ireland). Responsible for tree works operations, estimating, surveys, expert witness reports and legal work.

July 1987 – August 1992 Freelance Arboricultural Consultant in Ireland I also lectures to Biology degree students at Trinity College Dublin, attended a one week workshop with Dr Alex Shigo and was involved in the inception, development, training and technical support to Crann and Crann sa Cathair, which are organisations involved in all aspects of tree education and tree planting.

September 1992 - Awarded Dip.Arb.(RFS), the Royal Forestry Society’s Professional Diploma in Arboriculture. This is regarded as the highest level of attainment for persons involved in areas of tree management and involves stringent examination of candidates’ technical knowledge and the practical application of modern scientific principles.

August 1992 – September 1997 Section Head of Arboriculture at Capel Manor College, Enfield, Middlesex. This role included lecturing, course management and I wrote the elements for a new National Diploma in Arboriculture course.

September 1997 – March 2002 Freelance Arboricultural Consultant, with assignments for clients including; The Corporation of London, Crown Estates, Insurers and Mortgage Lenders, Loss Adjusters, Estate Agents, Architects, Landscape Architects, Structural Engineers, Developers and Property Managers. I have assisted tree companies in developing health and safety policies and quality control as well as providing technical support.

March 2002 – September 2007 OCA UK Ltd, Senior Consulting Arboriculturist, with a main role of managing tree related subsidence cases for major insurers as well as being part of the National Planning Office, supplying consulting services on major and domestic development projects. I received and supplied in-house training schemes and I became a team leader with responsibility for a major insurance client.

September 2007 – December 2011 Principal Consultant for Connick Tree Care, providing clients with all aspects of arboricultural advice, including large scale health and safety surveys, BS5837 compliant tree retention plans for development sites, including prestigious projects, as well as technical reports relating to subsidence claims, legal disputes and court expert witness services. Among my achievements is being lead arboriculturalist for the project to redevelop the former Chelsea Barracks site.

Main Expert Witness Court appearances include;

· Republic of Ireland;

· Meer -v- Dept. of Forestry  (1987)

· Rooney -v- Wicklow C.C.  (1991)

· Power -v- Tipperary S.R.C.C & Ryan (1992)

· Moran -v- Kiri Services & Irish Shell  (1995)

· U.K. experience includes;

· Nunn -v- Suffolk C.C.  (1994)

· Epping Forest D.C. -v- Knight Construction (1994)
· White -v- Duffy  (1997)

· Higginson -v- Dept. of Transport (1998)

· Victoros -v- L.B. Islington (1999)

· Epping Forest D.C. –v- Kavanagh (2000)

· Gordon v Bromley (2002)

· Siddiqui v LB Hillingdon (2002)

· Rattinon v Shrublands Estate (2003)

· DEFRA v Bachelor (2010)

Management Experience

I have experience of office systems, quality control, productivity & training. I have managed contracting and surveying teams and administrative support. I have been involved in the development of systems to improve quality and productivity using personnel and I.T. resources. I have managed the accounts of major clients and place a high value on customer satisfaction. I have extensive marketing and sales experience and a good understanding of client needs and customer support.

Professional Memberships

Fellow of the Arboricultural Association

Member of Council Arboricultural Association 1993-1996

Member of the International Society of Arboriculture

General

I am used to working alone, managing my own time and targets as well as being part of a team within both the office and the field. I am comfortable dealing with people, the public and professionals and I have conducted meetings in many circumstances, including those that are difficult and confrontational. I am diligent, hard working, productive, independently capable and I motivate others by example. I enjoy my chosen career, I take seriously those aspects that require it and can work under pressure to meet deadlines or resolve problems. I have enthusiasm, resilience and a sense of humour, which I believe to be important qualities in an intense working environment. I hold a UK Passport and clean Full UK Driving Licence.

Among my more notable professional involvements, I have been:

· Member of Council, Arboricultural, Association, 1993 to 1996.

· Trainer and Assessor (BTEC), 

· Examiner (City & Guilds)

· Attended Tree Biology Workshop, Dr. A.L. Shigo, University College Dublin

· Attended Visual Tree Assessment Workshops, Prof. Dr. Claus Mattheck, 

· Attended courses on Tree Law, Expert Witness Conduct, Geotechnics, plant health care and pest and disease management. 

· ISA Licensed Subsidence Risk Assessor 1993 (AMIUG)

· Panel Member & Trainer, Arboricultural Association Subsidence Risk Assessment Scheme 1994-1996 

· Attended and successfully completed CAVAT course 2010

· LANTRA Registered “Professional Tree Inspector” 2010

· I have contributed to technical and trade journals as a technical author and have devised and run professional training courses in tree inspection and arboricultural subjects at basic and advanced levels.

Interests

My main professionally related interests include plant pathology and pathogen control, popular science and systems biology in relation to holistic plant health care. I am a qualified Scuba diver and swim regularly. I have military experience as a combat engineer and recruit training instructor and I enjoy hiking, camping and field craft, with general physical fitness being maintained by health club membership. I read a wide range of books and publications and I am interested in music, comedy, arts, travel and cinema. I am a capable cook and enjoy entertaining and dining out. I am interested in French culture and language as a result of extensive European travel in my younger days. I enjoy family time and owning a dog; I am interested in canine behaviour and I have started to study the subject.

Summary

I am an honest, diligent, reliable and productive professional who can work alone and within a team. I will honourably represent my employer and provide enthusiasm, experience and reliability to all colleagues, clients and contacts.

Chris Davies

6 Windsor Gardens, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 4PQ

01279 501134

daviestrees@aol.com
Chris Davies Dip.Arb,(RFS), F.Arbor.A.
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